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HGF FAMILY AND TEEN EDUCATION INITIATIVES

Grant Guidelines for Fiscal Year 2011-2012  
Overview
Through its Family and Teen Education Initiatives, the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (HGF) has funding available for eligible Jewish organizations that provide informal, creative Jewish education and experiential learning programs designed to engage children, parents, and teens.  Programming should address Jewish themes and concepts (i.e. tikkun olam, tzedakah, Jewish holidays, Jewish rituals, culture, spirituality, Israel, etc.).  Funding is available for activities between September 1st 2011 and June 30th 2012.  

This is a competitive grants application process. A limited number of grants will be available to eligible applicants.  Priority for funding will be given to organizations that engage in collaborations or formal partnerships with other Jewish organizations to expand and enhance the quality of Jewish programs in the community and that do outreach to constituents beyond their member base.  It is anticipated that not all applicants will be funded.  Please plan accordingly.  New applicants are strongly encouraged to contact Valerie@hgf.org to discuss your project ideas.
Eligibility   

Teen Education Initiative: Eligible Jewish organizations include synagogues located in western Massachusetts (413 area code) or Southern Vermont (Bennington and Brattleboro area).

Family Education Initiative: Eligible Jewish organizations include synagogues, day schools, Jewish early childhood centers or other Jewish organizations serving families and located in western Massachusetts (413 area code) or Southern Vermont (Bennington and Brattleboro area).

All applicant organizations must have IRS tax classification as described in 125 Code 501 (c) (3) and 509 (a)(1) or (2).  

Funds Available  

Family and Teen Education Initiative grants are available to fund the salaries of staff or specialists who are:
· Leading direct educational programming with families and/or teens.
· Developing marketing materials to promote the family and/or teen education programs.
· Creating individualized program evaluation tools for family and/or teen education programs.
Organizations may apply for a grant equaling up to 60% of these qualified expenses.  The remaining 40% of staff and specialist costs are the responsibility of the recipient organization, as are payroll taxes and benefits, and all other related program costs.

HGF strongly encourages Jewish organizations to contact other Jewish organizations serving similar constituents to explore the possibility of collaboration.  Applicants that represent a formal partnership or demonstrate a significant plan for outreach and collaboration may apply for up to $20,000.  The granted amount will be based in part on the number of participants served and number of organizations involved in the collaboration.  Collaborative applications must demonstrate a staffing pattern that maximizes the use of funds most effectively to meet the program goals.
Applicants that are focused on serving a single organization’s constituents may apply for up to $7,500.
Funded Organizations will:
· Demonstrate the ability to develop Jewish educational programs for families and/or teens.
· Support Family Education and/or Teen Education with lay leadership involvement, rabbinic involvement (if applicable) and adequate supervision for staff and specialists.
· Maintain a database of eligible constituents and provide this information to HGF in progress reports.
· Commit to funding at least 40% of eligible educator salary/specialist costs, plus all program costs. 
· Submit all relevant reporting forms in a complete and timely manner.
· Identify a lay leader as a grant liaison to HGF for the duration of the grant who will be responsible for:

· Monitoring grant compliance
· Participating on an electronic group list
· Assuring that Jewish content is integrated into all programs

· New grant liaisons must meet with HGF.

Primary Program Staff Will:

· New staff must attend an orientation session with HGF.

· Participate on an electronic group list with grant related messages, web links and information about Jewish programs of interest. 
· Participate in one orientation (webinar) and one networking/training meeting (in-person, in winter 2011). 
Electronic Reporting Requirements
Grant payments are provided to grant recipients on a reimbursement basis.  Reimbursements are made two times a year based on successful and timely completion of reporting forms.  (For late reports, payments will be held until the next reporting period.)  
· Funded organizations must submit a Program Plan on the following date: 

Program Plan for September 1, 2011 - January 31, 2012 – Due by August 1, 2011
· Two progress reports are due per grant year on the following schedule:

1. Mid-year  – submitted by January 15, 2012
2. Final  – submitted by July 15, 2012
Additional Resources:
Fast Track Grants    
Organizations may be eligible to apply for funds up to $1,000 for innovative collaborative community-based Jewish programs that are open to the public, widely publicized, and which are planned and implemented through a collaborative process, and held outside of your home organization, preferably in a secular space.  Applications are accepted four times per year (October, January, April and July).  For more information, see the HGF website.  
Professional Development    
Family and teen educators are invited to apply for professional development funds through the Resource Center for Jewish Education (RCJE) to expand their Jewish knowledge and educational skills.  For more information, see the RCJE website.
Submission Information  

Applications are available online at www.hgf.org. Complete applications and all attachments must be submitted via email to Lisa@hgf.org by March 15, 2011.  Applications which are received late or incomplete will not be reviewed or funded. Electronic notification of funding status will be made by May 31, 2011.

A complete application must include:
· Grant Application

· Section A. Applicant Information 

· Section B. Project/Program Summary

· Section C. Budget 

· Section D. Direct Staff and Lay Leader Involvement
· Section E. Membership Profile
· Section F. Project Staff Budget Form
· Section G. Narrative Response  
· G1 – Family Education / G2 – Teen Education

· Section H. Approval/Electronic Signatures
If you have any questions about Section G, please contact Valerie@hgf.org.
If you have any questions on any other section of this application, please contact Lisa@hgf.org.
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